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Hudkeli
Late Dr. Jayaraj Panta
‘Hudkeli’ refers to a pervasive genre of folksong in Doteli folk literature. It is a highly significant folksong, especially among people who speal Aryan languages like the Gadhwali, Kumauni and Nepali. This folksong is found in a great deal in Gadhwal and Kumaon Kamisnari of Uttranchal state of India and in Karnali in Mid-western development region of Nepal as well as Doti region of Far-western Nepal. 
Doti is the hub of Hudkeli. Situated near Manasarovar, Doti has a rich population of people who believe in Lord Shiva and power goddesses, and for this reason, Mount Kaisash, known as the dwelling place for Lord Shiva, finds enough allusion as a dominant symbol in these songs. 
Hudkeli is like a folk epic with distinct subject matter, characters, dialogues, setting, rhythm, form and presentation that can only be created by experts. Damai or Dholi is the main tribe for singing and spreading it. Therefore, it is obvious that the songs were created by the same community. In spite of the fact that this particular community was the originator, other communities and men and women of different age groups can get enlightenment and entertained. So, in spite of a particular tribe centered, it is liked by all, and has become a common folk experience.
Hudkeli is a unique folk creation in which four or five people sing, dance and act together and tell stories under the leadership of a man, with the help of Hudko and its typical tune. Hudko is a small, disc-shaped hand drum beaten on its two sides, walled by animal hides. The singers link different incidents with the main story or explain different events in the form of narrative, but still it is not a fable or a folktale. It doesn’t seem to be a folk drama either, though it is full of dialogues, fight scenes and gestures. Rather, this folk creation can be specified as a dance and performance accompanied by Hudko, perfomed by Damai community, with 4 to 5 members clad in a particular cultural dress, led by a certain person. It is performed especially in marriage and other social functions to entertain the audiences. 
1. 1 About the name
There are several popular names besides Hudkeli; some of them are Bhadau or Bhanag, Hudkibol or Hudke song, Paikelo or Paikalo, Bafaul, Katku, Ramaul and Bharat Bhadat/Bhanat>Bhadav/Bhanav>Bhadau Bhanau. The term Chatak > Chada> Chadaa> Chara can be taken as a transmation parralle to Bhadu or Bhanau to Bharat. Bhadau or Bhanau could have been named from the life story of the head of a state or a warrior. 
1.1.1 Hudkeli /Hudke song
As it is recited with the story of the brave one to the tune of a hudko, it is called Hudkeli. It also indicates the dance of Damai community in marriage ceremony with songs, sung my minstrels clad in typical dresses, accompanied by a dance led by a certain person. The unique tone of Tyamka and Damaha—musical drums— accompany the performance. Similarly, the person who dances too is called Hudkeli, and the tune to which the dancers perform is also called Hudkeli. It may have been called Hudkeli because they play hudko and make others dance. The word carries multiple meaning. 
1.1.2 Paikelo/Paikalo
The word ‘Paikelo’ or ‘Paikalo’ is popular in Karnali, Doti, Kumau and Gadhwal regions. This word denotes a courageous and brave wrestler or a person with unique power. The same word is pronounced in two different ways according to language variation. There is no distinction so far as its meaning is concerned. In Mahabharata a, Paikalo refers to powerful persons like Bhishma, Karna, Bhim, Arjun, and Duryodhan. Maybe it is called Paikelo or Paikalo from its connotation of brave and bravery, as described in Samikshya. 
1.1.3 Bafaul 
‘Bafaul’ is a popular word in Kumaon. A Khatriya named Ajjwa with surname Bafaul demonstrated great bravery and bewildered the king as well as the whole state, and in his felicitation, different cavalry songs were written. Bafaul refers to the specific term coined after Ajjwa Bafaul and this term, in place of Hudkeli, is in use in this region. 
1.1.4 Katku 
The term ‘Katku’ is in use, especially in and among the Aryan communities in India and Nepal. it is a term that specifies war stories, which are told artistically to fascinate the listeners. Nowadays, this word is rarely used. 



1.1.5 Ramaul 
‘Ramaul’ is a popular name in Kumaon. This is another name for Hudkeli, referring to the songs for the powerful Khatriyas from Ramaul generation, who were popular for their bravery in their own country as well as in neighboring states. Some of the brave persons from Ramaul like Bafaul demonstrated their bravery and brought fame to the community for age and thus, they are given the same name even in the song. The name gets high dignity as it is linked with the names of the brave warriors of the Mahabharata. 
1.1.6 Malusai
‘Malusai’ is a term given to a male born to a loving couple, who are highly appreciated in the process of appreciating Hudkeli. The term Malusai only refers to the subject matter of love; it doesn’t refer to Bafaul and Ramaul. Malusai refers only to one cavalry folk song.  
1. 2. Singing opportunity
This song is sung at special occasions like the sixth-day celebration of a baby’s birth, christening ceremony, marriage and so on. It is highly exciting, when there are a lot of preparations and no expense limits. Sufficient musical instruments are played, full participation is made and sometimes, even marriage celebrations are observed with this song; so sometime it is called ‘marriage song’. In some cases, they recall some gods and goddesses, and whenever time to worship these gods and goddesses come, people sing Hudkeli in their vigil throughout the night. Such trends can be excessively found in Kumaon region. 
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